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TAKINGA
BOUGH

A statement tree trunk all the way from New York
was the ideal finishing touch for this unusual suite.

PHOTOS JAMESBALSTON WORDSAMELIATHORPE

Rich textures andwarm colours add luxury
to this contemporary en suite. Amix of
natural timbers, glamorous bronzemosaics and
touches of orange and chocolate create a truly
tasty, bespoke scheme.
Complete InteriorCo., 18WhiteHart Lane,
London, SW13 0PY. Tel: 020 8878 2282,
completeinterior.co.uk.
Interiordesign services cost from £100per hour.

KITCHENPROFILE

The giant trunk,
believed tobe froma
banyan tree,makes for
a contemporary yet
rustic shower screen.

tree trunk isnot a typical souvenir of
a trip toNewYork. But itwasMandy
Stewart’s prizepurchasewhen
visiting theBigApplewithhusband

Johnand sonsHarry, 10, andGeorge, five. ‘We
saw it in a showroomand immediately
thought itwouldmakea fantastic shower
screen for ournewbathroom,’ recallsMandy.
‘We love the lookand feel ofwoodand thought
itwouldbe agreat, strikingaddition to the

room.’ It certainlywas somethinga little bit
different,which suited the coupleperfectly as
theywerehoping to create aunique look.

Halfway through the renovationof their
Victorianhome in southwestLondon,Mandy
presented the tree idea to interiordesigner
BrendaGibson, ofComplete InteriorCo.,who
hadbeenbusydrawingupplans to create their
newmasterbedroom,dressingareaanden
suite. ‘She tookmynews inher stride,which
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‘I mixed in
bronzeand rich
texturesagainst
a cleanwhite
backdrop.’

STOCKISTS INFORMATION
FIXTURESANDFURNISHINGS
Axor Starck single lever basinmixers, £320 each;
Duravit Verobasins, £271 each; Axor Starck bath
showermixer, £1,035; Axor Starck shower column
with Raindance head, £1,927, all at C. P. Hart; JIS
ADUR towel radiators, £409 each; Villeroy & Boch
SubwayWC, £375, at Burge &Gunson; Similar bath,
Trend, £599, at Bathstore; Bisazza Bronzemosaics;
Classic Travertine floor andwall tiles; custom-
made Travertine shower tray; £POA, Castelnau
tiles; Bespoke cabinet and back-painted glass
worktop, £POA, both at the Complete Interior
Company.
*All prices are approximate.
For stockists, see page 192.

was suchagreat relief’ smilesMandy.
Brenda’s calmresponsewasamarkofher

professionalism in redesigning thenewspace.
Itwasoncea small bedroomwitha tinyen
suite shower roomanda studywithabulky
water tank.After the internalwallswere
demolishedand thewater tank repositioned
to theground floor, the areawas totally
remodelled tobecomea larger, user-friendly
boudoir and spaciousbathing zone.

‘Mybriefwas to create a luxurious interior,’
saysBrenda. ‘MandyandJohn loved thedark
chocolate andburnt orange, so Iworkedwith
those colours,mixing inbronzeand rich
textures against awhitebackdrop in the
bathroom.Wealsodiscussedpractical issues,
suchas storage, so that thewholeplacewould
behighly functional, too.’

While the freestandingbath is themain
focal point of the room, it is the tree trunk that
really catches theeye. Itwas a fairly big
challenge toget it installed safely and the floor
alsohad tobe strengthened.The timberwas
coated inyacht varnish tomake itwater-
resistant,while lights inserted into the floor
ensure that thewoodgrain is shownoff to
perfection.Abespokevanityunit inburnt
orange lacquerwith chocolatebrownglass
andbronzemosaics sits in thewall niches.
‘Wekept the rest of theplacequite clean, to
avoid competing features,’ saysMandy.

‘I’m sopleasedwith theend result that
I’mgoing to set toworkwithBrendaon
redesigning the rest of thehouse,’ she laughs.
‘And this palette of coloursmakes a fabulous
startingpoint for theother rooms, too.’

AboveGenerous twin
basins aremounted on a
bespoke burnt orange
lacquer unit that brings
out the tones of the
painting placed behind it.
Right Themodern
freestanding bath shower
mixer is sleek and
elegant, in stark contrast
to the rugged surface of
the stylishwood.


